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This presentation includes slides about Aalto University and the School of Business. Please feel free to pick the slides you find useful for your presentation. The presentation was last updated in January 2024. 



Merger of three leading 
Finnish universities

1849

1871

1911 Helsinki School of Economics 

University of Art and Design Helsinki 

Helsinki University of Technology 

2010

Aalto
University

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aalto University was established as a priority project in the Finnish university renewal. The idea was to create a new innovative university merging science and technology, design and art, and business and economics. Altogether 500 members of the universities that were to form Aalto University were involved in the preparations. The name (Aalto-yliopisto in Finnish, Aalto University in English and Aalto-universitetet in Swedish) pays homage to the life and work of architect Alvar Aalto.Founders:State of Finland Confederation of Finnish IndustriesTT Foundation Technology Industries of FinlandTechnology Industries of Finland Centennial FoundationAcademic Engineers and Architects in Finland TEKFoundation for Economic EducationFinnish Business School Graduates



Our purpose: 
Shaping a 
sustainable 
future.
Aalto University is founded on high-quality 
research, education, impact as well as shared 
values of responsibility, courage and 
collaboration. 

We solve global challenges by bringing talent 
together across science, art, technology, and 
business. 





Our community 
in numbers
Each year our students earn about

250 doctoral degrees,

1 800 master’s degrees,

1 300 bachelor’s degrees and

300 MBA and EMBA certificates.

12 000
full-time equivalent 
degree students

A staff of about 4000, 
of which nearly 400 are 
professors. Share of 
international academic 
faculty is 40%.



Six dynamic schools 
School of Arts, Design and Architecture 
architecture; art; design; media; film, 
television and scenography

School of Business
accounting; economics; finance; management 
studies; marketing; information and service 
management

School of Chemical Engineering 
bioproducts and biosystems; chemistry and 
materials science; chemical and metallurgical 
engineering

School of Electrical Engineering 
communications and networking; electronics 
and nanoengineering; electrical engineering and
automation; signal processing and acoustics

School of Engineering 
built environment; civil engineering; 
mechanical engineering

School of Science 
applied physics; computer science; industrial 
engineering and management; mathematics and 
systems analysis; neuroscience and biomedical 
engineering

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Scientific research, artistic activities and teaching are carried out at Aalto's six schools and their departments and units.



All enrolled students 4090

BSc students 2004
MSc students 1881
Doctoral students 205
Aalto MBA & Aalto 
Executive MBA students

811

Student exchange 
agreements with foreign 
universities worldwide 

157

Faculty members * 189

Service personnel 75

Figures as of December 2022
* Not including 103 post docs

The School of 
Business 
at a glance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The whole School of Business move from the Töölö campus in Helsinki to the Aalto University main campus in Otaniemi in February 2019. The Bachelor’s degree students in the Helsinki region have studied at the Otaniemi campus already since 2015. The English Bachelor’s degree programme in International Business will continue at the Mikkeli campus.  



School Milestones 

Establishment of 
private business 
school

1911

New main 
building
in Helsinki.

Transformation to 
state university

Merger with 
Helsinki 
University of 
Technology and 
University of Art
and Design 
Helsinki

BSc studies  to 
the Aalto 
University 
main campus 
in Otaniemi

New home 
in Otaniemi

1950 1974

Establishment of 
Mikkeli campus

1989 201920152010

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We already had a strong heritage stretching back almost 100 years when Aalto University was established in 2010. Here you can see the biggest milestones.



Vision
To attract and cultivate
global leaders in 
business research, 
education, and practice.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The School of Business has ambitious goals regarding all three of its central tasks, namely research, teaching & learning and societal impact. 



Triple Crown status
We hold the Triple Crown status: AACSB, AMBA, and EQUIS –
an honor held by some 1% of business schools worldwide.

AACSB – The first Nordic 
business school to earn this 

prestigious quality label

AMBA – Awarded only to
schools offering high-quality 

MBA Programmes

EQUIS – The School is part of 
the select group of leading 

business schools with 5-year 
accreditation 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aalto University School of Business is the first business school in the Nordic countries to have received all three labels of excellence from the world’s leading business school accreditation bodies: AACSB, AMBA and EQUIS. This Triple Crown status is an honour held by only a few business schools worldwide.



Organisation
Board of Directors

Aalto University Executive
Education and Professional 

Development

MBA Board of Studies

International Advisory Board

Scientific Advisory Board

Alumni Advisory Board

Associate Dean Tomas Falk
Teaching & Education

Associate Dean Virpi Tuunainen
Research & International cooperation 

Departments Center

Service Functions

Accounting
Economics

Finance
Information and Service Management

Management Studies
Marketing

Dean Timo Korkeamäki

Academic Affairs Committee

School of Business

Tenure Track Committee
Research Committee

Doctoral Programme Committee

Center for Knowledge and Innovation Research (CKIR)

Assistant Dean Tiina Ritvala
Teaching & Education

Corporate Advisory Board

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The School of Business consists of 6 departments and 1 centre. In addition to Dean, two Associate Deans and an Assistant Dean, we have a few advisory boards and committees.



Academic Faculty

Johanna Bragge 
Principal University 
Lecturer, 
Information Systems 
Science, DSc (Econ.), 
Helsinki School of 
Economics

Matti Liski
Professor,
Economics,
PhD, Helsinki 
School of 
Economics

Katri Kauppi
Associate
Professor, 
Logistics,
PhD, Helsinki 
School of 
Economics

Matthijs Lof
Associate
Professor, 
Finance,
PhD, University 
of Helsinki

Ritva Reinikka
Professor of 
Practice, 
Economist, 
Special Adviser to 
Commissioner
Jutta Urpilainen

Taavi Heikkilä 
Executive in 
Residence, 
former SOK 
CEO and 
vuorineuvos 
(honorary title)

80 professorships (tenure track): 
assistant, associate, full professors

27 lecturers
and research
fellows

9 professors
of practice

1 executive
in residence

Number of faculty positions as of April 2022, except numbers of
Professors of Practice and Executives in Residence as of April 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aalto University provides the tenure track professors with adequate resources and supports their competence development through versatile learning and training opportunities. Aalto University's tenure track is in full action: since the tenure track system was introduced in 2010, about 250 professors were recruited by the end of year 2015. Aalto University provides a multicultural working environment – currently over 30% of our tenure track professors have an international background.Other academic position includes all the academic positions outside of the tenure track career system. Other academic positions enable long term planning of teaching and research, and ensure the mobility of the researchers.



Research
High-quality
research on 

important business
& societal
challenges

Learning
Real-life challenges
& multidisciplinary
student learning
experiences in
an international

context

Societal Impact
Contributions to

the business 
community & society

at large

Better Business – Better Society

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The motto/purpose of the school is “Better Business – Better Society”. This purpose guides all work from research through teaching and learning to the societal impact of the school. 
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Success in Research

84th
In the world

Business & Economics
(THE, Times Higher Education, 
2023) 

76th
In the world

Business & Management
(QS, 2023)

48th
In the world

Business & Economics
(US News, 2023)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
THE World University Rankings is based on 13 indicators. Reputation surveys have a considerable weight in the ranking, as do bibliometric analysis. THE is a widely respected ranking agent that widens its ranking portfolio continuously.https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankingsUS News, These subject-specific rankings are based on academic research performance in those subjects. U.S. News used various bibliometric measures, including publications and citations, as well as indicators for global and regional reputation in each specific subject.More information: https://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/economics-businessThe QS World University Rankings by Subject emphasise a university's reputation both in the world of academia and among employers, as well as reflecting its research publications and citation numbers. The weighting of these factors in the rankings varies between fields. More info: https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings/2023



Success in Sustainability work

Financial Times (www.ft.com/content/d80984ae-318f-4799-9c83-ea57277d7823)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PRME Champion-level membership demonstrates that the School of Business is a leader in promoting responsibility, not just nationally but also internationally, while also committing it to work more diligently to advance sustainable development and responsibility. PRME = the Principles of Responsible Management Education (PRME) networkThe School of Business is one of five business schools in the world to get the Financial Times recognition that is the Responsible Business Education Award 2024



Creating a world-leading research & 
practitioner concentration: 
focus on new forms of work.

Pulling together multidisciplinary 
projects and researchers across 
Aalto and in cooperation with top 
universities and research institutes.

Serving the Finnish society and 
economy.

Open online course (MOOC) 
launched at http://futurework.aalto.fi

Future of Work

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Societies everywhere experience fundamental changes in terms of how work is structured, distributed, organized and managed.In Aalto we have the necessary multidisciplinary qualities needed to examine the changesBeyond the implications of technological changeExamining the cascading effects of these changes to everyday working and organizing as well as to wider society and its structures.The participating research streams include: New industries and business models (Nina Granqvist), New types of servitization of industrial operations (Risto Rajala), New forms of organizing (Henri Schildt), New forms of strategy work (Eero Vaara) The aim is to get even more participants, to pull together multidisciplinary research focusing on different ways technology is changing work and the consequences of that change. Provide many angles into the Future of work.

http://futurework.aalto.fi/


Teaching and Learning

• International Design Business 
Management**

• People Management and Organizational
Development

• Marketing
• Strategic Management in a Changing

World
• Sustainable Entrepreneurship

• Accounting 
• Business Analytics
• Business Law
• Creative Sustainability*
• Economics
• Finance
• Global Management / CEMS
• Information and Service Management

3

11

• Business (in Finnish, Otaniemi): ~450 students/year

• International Business (in English, Mikkeli): ~80 students/year

• Economics (in English, Otaniemi): ~40 students/year

Bachelor’s
programmes

Master’s programmes (in Otaniemi) 

* Organised jointly with the School of Arts, Design and Architecture and the School of Chemical Engineering
** Organised jointly with all Aalto schools.

13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The School of Business has three Bachelor’s programmes, of which two are taught in English and one in Finnish (partly in English). Students accepted to the Bachelor’s programmes get the right to continues their studies at Master’s level. At the moment, the School of Business has 13 Master’s programmes of which one (Business Law) is taught in Finnish, and the other ones in English. Also, students with a Bachelor’s degree from other Universities in or outside Finland can apply to the School of Business’ Master’s programmes. 



Problem-based; theories are used to analyse and 
solve real-world challenges:

• Real-life cases
• Business projects
• Hackathons
• Internships
• Theses and teaching cases

Providing more opportunities for online learning
and multidisciplinary studies

Teaching and  
Learning

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good teaching is a call to action for students to engage with theories and current themes and apply them to the real world. Educating game changers is at the heart of teaching at the Aalto University and by solving real-life cases, business projects and so on we make sure that our students are those creating value and taking responsibility of the world they build.



International Student Exchange

Partner Universities
• 157 partner universities

in 6 continents and 44 
countries

• 94% internationally
accredited business 
schools by AACSB, 
Equis or AMBA

• Member of CEMS and 
PIM Networks

• 60% of graduates have
completed an 
international minor
(exchange semester)

AFRICA
Egypt
South Africa

ASIA
China
Taiwan
India
Israel
Japan
Malaysia *
Singapore
South Korea
Thailand
Vietnam *

EUROPE
Austria
Belgium
Czech Republic
Denmark
France
Germany
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Latvia
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Russia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
United Kingdom

OCEANIA
Australia
New Zealand

NORTH AMERICA
Canada
Mexico
United States

SOUTH AMERICA
Argentina
Brazil
Chile
Columbia
Peru

* AUS branch campuses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Academic student exchange is vitally important for our school and we have partner universities in approximately 40 countries.



The Most Popular
BSc-MSc Study
Options in Finnish
Universities
Source: Finnish National Agency for Education

www.yle.fi (translated to English) | 31.3.2023

Study option Primary applicants

Business
Aalto University

3202

Law
University of Helsinki

2149

Medicine
University of Helsinki

1657

Psychology
University of Helsinki

1378

Business
University of Tampere

1340

Medicine
University of Tampere

1327

Business
University of Turku

1288

Law
University of Turku

1166

Business
Haaga-Helia University of Applied Sciences

1058

Psychology
University of Tampere

927

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
According to Yle, the public service broadcasting company in Finland, the Finnish Bachelor’s programme in business at the Aalto University School of Business had the biggest number of primary applicants in the joint application to Finnish universities in the spring 2023. 



2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

4.04 4.10 3.99* 3.91 3.97

*The response scale has changed from 1.1.2021 onwards. 
The average values before and after 2021 are not directly 
comparable.

• Source: National BSc graduation survey

BSc: Graduation feedback 
(average; scale 2–5 before 2021 and 1–5 as of 
2021)*

How satisfied are 
our students?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The national student feedback survey for new Bachelor's degree holders ('Kandipalaute') covers studying and student wellbeing. The table shows the average figures of the responses to funding model questions.Response rates: 2018 79.1% , 



• Key roles in societal debates and 
policy-making

• Extensive collaboration with
corporations and other organisations

• in research & teaching

• Knowledge-sharing events & 
mechanisms

• Strong alumni engagement

• Executive education and
life-wide learning

Societal impact



Unique Portfolio of Executive Education and Professional Development

Aalto University Executive 
Education and Professional 
Development (Aalto EE) enables 
opportunities for lifewide learning 
and educate the game changers of 
the future; current executives, the 
next generation of leaders, and 
experts with an impact on business 
and society. Individuals and 
organizations benefit from our 
impactful, goal-oriented, and 
comprehensive learning experience. 

Our operations provide a sizeable income to the university 
community in various forms, such as dividends, lecture fees, and 
rents. In 2022, our financial contribution to the Aalto community 
amounted to approximately € 4.1 million.

Around 7,000 
participants in our 

programs each year

Operating globally, 
two strongholds:

Helsinki and Singapore

Over 300 different 
programs run in 2022

Three most 
respected university 
accreditations, 
granted to only 1% of 
the world's business 
schools

Extensive, global 
partnership network of 

schools and universities

Among the top 50 
executive education 
providers worldwide

Our ranking assures our customers of the world-class quality of 
our program content, learning methods, and faculty.

(Financial Times Executive Education 
Ranking)



Current Corporate Partners

CEMS Partners:

Premium Partners:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Partnership Programme of the Aalto University School of Business helps build and maintain close, long-term relations with companies. The partner companies contribute to the strategy of the School especially by providing real-life challenges for students to analyze and solve as part of course work, projects and internships. Many also engage in research collaboration. For more information, please contact corporate-biz@aalto.fi.



Alumni of the Year

Matti Honkala
Former CEO of Kesko,
1972

2008 2009

Arto Hiltunen
Former CEO of SOK,
1976

2010

Mikko Kosonen
Former President 
of Sitra, 1978

2011

Sirkka Hämäläinen
Former Head of Bank 
of Finland,1958

2012

Timo Löyttyniemi
Vice Chair,
Single Resolution Board,
1982

2014

Riku Asikainen
Angel investor,
1990

2016

Salla Vainio
CEO of Marketing 
Clinic,
1988

2018

Elina Björklund
CEO, Reima,
1989 

Pekka Ala-Pietilä
COB, Sanoma & 
Huhtamäki,
1978

2020

Kristo Ovaska
Founder, Smartly.io

2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An alumnus/alumna of the Year is selected every other year. He/she acts as a Chairman of the Alumni Advisory Board.



Alumni Advisory Board

Pekka Ala-Pietilä
COB, Sanoma & 
Huhtamäki,
Chair of the Alumni
Advisory Board, 1978

Kaisa Vikkula
Chairman of the Board,
Finnish Gymnastics
Federation, 1980

Terttu Sopanen
Senior Consultant,
Brunnen
Communications,
1990

Elisa Liekkilä
Customer Manager, 
TietoEVRY,
Mikkeli BScBA, 2008

Norbert Juhász
Senior Manager, 
KAM Analytics and 
Controlling, KONE,
2010

Alexei Koveshnikov
Associate Professor,
Management and 
Organization,
2003

Riitta Lumme-Tuomala
Head of Growth,
Aalto University 
Executive Education,
1979

Pekka Rantala
CEO, ePassi
Payments,
1986

Sampo Päällysaho
SVP Groceries,
SOK, 1992

Mia Sirkiä
Private Equity Investor,
Managing Partner, 
Saari Partners,1994

Jie Ren
Engagement Manager,
Global Compliance & 
Transformation Services, 
KPMG, 2012

Vesa Sironen
Interim, CEO,
Gapps, 2002

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Alumni Advisory Board provides important insights and input concerning how to further develop the alumni activities of the School of Business (and Aalto University in general). Additionally, the Board helps brainstorm on externally oriented activities, and supports the School of Business and Aalto University in their fundraising activities. The members of Alumni Advisory Board are appointed by Dean of the School of Business for two years. The members can be re-elected.



2021–2024
Key Strategic 
Initiatives 
• Educational renewal with life-wide 

learning
• Cutting-edge research
• Community wellbeing
• Sustainability
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Campuses ampuses in 2021
Otaniemi 
BSc, MSc, PhD programmes
Mikkeli 
BSc programme in
International Business
Aalto University Töölö (Helsinki)
Aalto University Executive Education and 
Professional Development



1. Field of Business and Economics
2. International student exchanges
3. New top-notch professors
4. Ownership

aalto.fi/en/school-of-business/business-and-
economics-building-the-future

Fundraising
Building a Sustainable
Resource Base

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fundraising: Building a Sustainable Resource Base School of Business general funds: to continue developing activities long-term after many years of budget cuts and rising costsInternational student experiences: urgent need for resources to support students’ study exchange and internships abroad in the years aheadNew state-of-the-art building: investments to ensure an excellent home for the School, its students, and its partners for decades to comeNew professorships & fixed-term Professors of Practice: �to strengthen societally important areas of research and teaching

https://www.aalto.fi/en/school-of-business/business-and-economics-building-the-future
https://www.aalto.fi/en/school-of-business/business-and-economics-building-the-future
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