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Date: ??/10/23 
The first encounter with the crows began at the start of the course when I 
found myself surrounded by crows near the large oak tree in front of Väre. 
Seeking food, the crows gradually approached me. Fortunately, I was eating 
a ham and cheese sandwich, and I shared a small piece with them. Instantly, 
they moved towards the bread, and I realized their level of civilization and 
observed a hierarchy in action. It became evident that only a larger crow 
held the authority to decide whether to eat or pass the food.

Feral Design? What? Why?

Feral 
    Helsinki

Making sense with new terms, 
ideas and ways of thinking.



Date: 31/10/23
Did not find any signs of crows. The weather was cloudy and a bit rainy. 
I went to every location where I previously saw crows and other bird 
species, but due to the weather conditions, I could not find any. I was able 
to take the photos for my MtH place. - It was very interesting how the 
weather affects animals and how something that we take for granted and 
is a part of our daily life suddenly went away when I needed it the “most.”

What will be the best 
location for my more-
than-human place?

Will the crows be 
there? Feral data?



My head as a product designer started to 
have all these ideas of how I could make a 
product that could improve the crow’s life.

I made some prototypes 
so I could test these ideas 
and see if they could 
actually be of any use.

Designing for crows?
       Designing with crows? 



I started to document my interactions with the crows, during 
several weeks I brought them nuts in the morning. At first the 
crows were very suspicious of my behavior and many were 
easily scared until one was the bravest and took the peanut 
from my hand. I filmed the different interactions and wrote 
about them. 

I played a little game with the crows. I left a trail of 
peanuts from the Undergraduate Center to the Väre 
entrance to see if they would follow me. With success, 
they came quickly, and many other crows followed the 
first three birds.



Drifts with promts were a great tool to have a new 
approach. They helped me think in a new way, by 
abstracting myself from the topic and interacting 
in a new way, it opened up my vision regarding the 
project. Acting in a feral way is very difficult, our 
brain is no longer programmed for that.



I created an identity that expresses all the emotions I felt when interacting, 
discovering and co-creating with the crows. This identity took shape in 
several illustrations that could tell this story in a striking way. I researched 
the Nordic style and what the ancient illustrations used in Nordic mythology 
were like, their simple layout characterized by the contrast of color and 
dramatic strong lines. Based on this, I developed my own style and proceed 
to create various illustration telling our story. - this later become the base for 
my presentation.

Nordic Mythology. Research. New Vision. 



I researched several recipes with natural ingredients where there was no 
problem for crows to eat, although crows are designated as omnivores. The 
recipe chosen was peanut butter cookies made with simple ingredients: 
peanut butter, butter, flour, eggs and sugar. These cookies do not rise in 
the oven, which means I can easily stamp my illustrations. 3D modeled and 
printed in PLA (food safe) a stamp that could leave a mark on these cookies. 
The process was straightforward, I followed the recipe and mixed the dough 
by hand without any electronic tool. - Does more effort equal more reward? 

Making the Artifact. Nut Bracteates.


