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What courses make up your 

studies?
Bachelor’s programme structure, 180 cr



Own major studies

Compulsory courses in the major, 1st year

ARTX-C1016 Introductory Design Project 9

ARTX-C1001
Design and Media Cultures 

(DoD Joint)
3

ARTX-C1017 Digital Design for People 6

ARTX-C1003 Thematic Studio I 12

ARTX-C1008 Sustainable Design 6

ARTX-C1005 Design Impact I 3

https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-9216ce5b-7155-4758-bd5d-716c218d9e73/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-9216ce5b-7155-4758-bd5d-716c218d9e73/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/aalto-CU-1150932456-20220801/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-27395229-d01c-4714-aefc-0bf0e67ffc92/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-162f474b-c6d4-4300-ae38-ce20cceae181/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-5386e69c-3b1e-4124-9e79-91b65ff3455d/brochure


Own major studies

Compulsory courses in the major, 2nd year

MUO-C0006
History of Innovations and Design 

(DoD Joint)
3

ARTX-C1018 Digital Service Design Project 9

ARTX-C1011
Process Management for Media and 

Design
6

ARTX-C1020 Strategic Identity and Design 6

ARTX-C1013 Thematic Studio II 12

ARTX-C1014 Design Futures 6

https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-0221fdae-33ae-4d6c-8048-fbbddf35d2ce/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/aalto-CU-1150932665-20220801/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-65a36cd9-d722-42e6-8a6e-9dd037a93f1f/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/aalto-CU-1150932707-20220801/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-a37bcd62-ddc9-4cd6-bf7b-9ad681e68877/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-573a48c9-54be-4b71-a61c-fed72c39fcca/brochure


Own major studies

Compulsory courses in the major, 3rd year

ARTX-C1019
Introduction to Research in Design 

and Media
5

ARTX-C1007 Design Impact III 6

ARTS3101.kand Bachelor’s Thesis and Seminar 10

ARTS3101.matr Maturity test 0

https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/aalto-CU-1150932482-20220801/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-755e5bb6-4bde-409a-9dd1-ed7abe67d615/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-f6774e32-6c75-4d04-b745-dc43b743e744/brochure
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/aalto-CU-1150932541-20220801/brochure


General studies 26 cr

On general studies courses students study knowledge and skills that 

are common to all departments and students of Aalto ARTS.

General studies in the Bachelor's Programme in Design include art 

and theory studies, language and communication studies and other 

joint studies:

• Art and theory studies 9 cr

• Language and communication studies 9 cr

• Other joint studies 8 cr



Art and theory studies 9 cr

ARTS-A0118 Contemporary Practice: Art, Media, Design and 

Architecture Cultures, 3 cr

ARTS-A0119 Contemporary Practice: Studio A, 3 cr

ARTS-A0120 Contemporary Practice: Studio B, 3 cr

These courses are scheduled in the recommended study timetable.



Language study requirements

Students educated in Finnish or Swedish

If not completed in previous BA degree, the language requirements are:

9 credits: 3 cr in written and oral communication, 3 cr in the second national language 

of Finland, and 3 cr in one foreign language.

Students educated in other languages than Finnish or Swedish

9 credits: 3 cr Finnish or Swedish, 3 cr English, and 3 cr in one other foreign language.



Other joint studies 8 cr

ARTS-A0113 Academic Learning Skills, 2 cr

ARTS-A0111 Information Literacy, 1 cr

ARTS-A0112 Information and Communication Technology, 2 cr

Aalto course, 3 cr

A course which is organized by another school at Aalto university



Minor Studies, min. 18 cr

A minor subject (minimum 18 credits) is a compulsory part of a bachelor's 

degree. The combined extent of the minor (18 cr) and the elective studies 

(max 25 cr) is max 43 cr. The students can also include two minors in their 

bachelor's degree. The minor is confirmed in the students personal study 

plan (PSP).

It is possible to choose a minor within Aalto University, from another Finnish 

university through the Flexible Study Right (JOO) agreement or from 

university abroad during a student exchange. When choosing a minor 

subject, it is worth considering what kind of option supports your plans for 

master's studies.

-> Application for ARTS’ minors is in May and October



Elective Studies, max. 25 cr

• Elective art and theory studies (TAITE)

• Individual courses from other programmes at Aalto University

• Courses from other Finnish universties (JOO)

• Language courses

• Exchange studies

• Internships (in Finland and abroad)



When do the courses take 

place?



Degree structure 2022-2024

During the first year your studies consist mainly of major studies and 

general studies. 

In the second year, the studies include not only major studies, but also 

elective studies. 

In the third year in the autumn, it is possible to go on a student exchange. 

During 3rd year you are supposed to complete minor studies and/or  

elective studies. 

Bachelor’s thesis is to be completed also during the third year



Degree structure 2022-2024

The structure for studies and the recommended study timetable can be 

found in Student Guide https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/bachelors-

programme-in-design/recommended-timetable

It is recommended for you to proceed with your studies in this order, as the 

major courses are only arranged once an academic year. 

In addition, the learning objectives of the courses are based on the 

knowledge and skills of previous courses

https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/bachelors-programme-in-design/recommended-timetable
https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/bachelors-programme-in-design/recommended-timetable


Recommended study timetable



Registration for courses

• Registration takes place on Sisu! https://sisu.aalto.fi

• Registration opens 4 weeks before and closes 1 week before a 

new study period begins.

https://sisu.aalto.fi/


Registration for courses on Sisu



Credit transfer

See Into “During your studies”      “Applications”

https://www.aalto.fi/en/applications-instructions-and-

guidelines/credit-transfer

https://www.aalto.fi/en/applications-instructions-and-guidelines/credit-transfer
https://www.aalto.fi/en/applications-instructions-and-guidelines/credit-transfer


Where to find info? 

Whom to ask for help?



Where to find information?

Look for information by yourself

aalto.fi/en/student-guide (anything related to your studies)

sisu.aalto.fi (study plan and course registration)

mycourses.aalto.fi (course specific information)

Read your aalto email!

mail.aalto.fi

• your own major mailing list : students-design-ba-2023@aalto.fi

• your own department mailing list: students-design@aalto.fi

• ARTS students’ mailing list

mailto:students-design-ba-2023@aalto.fi
mailto:students-design@aalto.fi


Ask your academic advisor if you

have questions or concerns about

the content of your studies

Academic advisor

Teppo Vienamo

teppo.vienamo@aalto.fi



Contact Learning Services if you

have other questions about your

studies.

Study Coordinator

Kuura Koivu

studentservices@aalto.fi

ARTS Learning Services 

Väre building, M wing, 3rd floor

studentservices@aalto.fi

mailto:studentservices@aalto.fi
mailto:studentservices@aalto.fi


Student services

Student services helps you in issues common to all Aalto students (Transcript of records, 

Certificate of attendance, enrolling for the semester etc): 

Starting Point - Student Services Office

Visiting address: Undergraduate centre, Otakaari 1, room Y199a

Opening hours: : Monday–Friday, 12.00–15.00, at Otakaari 1 (no appointments in advance 

needed).

• Email: studentservices@aalto.fi

• Service telephone number +358 29 442 9280 open Mon–Fri 9.00–11.00 and 12.00–
15.00).

• The electronic transcript of records / certificate of student status may be ordered through 
My Profile in Sisu. You can find instructions in Sisu

mailto:studentservices@aalto.fi
https://wiki.aalto.fi/display/SISEN/Transcript+of+records+and+certificate+of+a+student+status


Individual study arrangements

If you need individual study arrangements for your studies 

https://www.aalto.fi/en/services/individual-study-arrangements

A student may apply to receive personal study arrangements for 

special reasons. The grounds may be a seeing, hearing or other 

sensory impairment, a panic disorder or autism spectrum.

Contact: pulmu.fohr-siltavuori@aalto.fi

https://www.aalto.fi/en/services/individual-study-arrangements


Thank you!
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