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PRINCIPLE  1: 
Environmental impact of campuses

A campus operating in line with the principles of sustainable development is a key part of the university’s campus 
strategy. The most significant environmental impacts of a campus are related to energy consumption, transport and 
recycling. Aalto University campuses actively work to develop the energy efficiency of their present building base and 
to decrease energy consumption. 

The specific consumption of electricity, heat and water in Aalto University’s properties has evened out. Energy efficiency 
has been increased by optimising facility use and, for example, by using ecological heating and increasing the number 
of solar panels in certain buildings. Aalto University Properties Ltd is responsible for about 75 per cent of the facilities 
used by the university, and reporting aims to cover all the facilities of significant scope used by the university. In 2016, 
sustainable development was taken into account on the Aalto University campus in the following ways: 
 
• The renovation project of Aalto University’s Harald Herlin Learning Centre received the HURRAA! prize, which
 is awarded annually by the Building Control Committee of Espoo. The building, designed by Alvar Aalto and introduced  
 in 1970 as the former Helsinki University of Technology’s library, was transformed during its full renovation. The build- 
 ing materialised into a multi-purpose and modern learning centre for students, staff and other customers. Its dynamic   
 premises support multi-disciplinary and novel learning, research and work. In connection with the renovation project,  
 the university also invested in improving the energy efficiency of the learning centre’s lighting and ventilation. 

• The use of campus facilities was optimised using the Aalto Space mobile application, which students can use 
 to find and reserve free study facilities. The map included in the application also helps students and visitors find their   
 way in the building. Aalto Space was launched in September 2016, and it has acquired a large user group; over 80% of   
 new students utilise the application. 

• Aalto University also encourages bicycling; in addition to the staff ’s campus bicycles, Aalto University has 
 purchased two fixed BFIX repair stands. The stands include tools needed for bicycle repair work as well as a QR code for 
 a mobile guide. Use of the bicycle repair stands is free-of-charge.

Aalto University’s energy, electricity and water consumption have remained even; annual variations in specific 
consumption are very small. 
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Aalto University’s greenhouse gas emissions continued to fall. Consumption of electricity and heat in the facilities and 
air travel have all decreased from 2015.  
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The reuse of waste at Aalto University has become well-established. Of the waste generated at facilities, 95 per cent was 
recovered as material or used as energy in spite of the several relocations that took place on the campus in 2016. 

 

PRINCIPLE  2:
Campus planning and indirect impacts

Responsibility is taken into account in all of Aalto University’s daily activities and support services. The working 
group on responsibility and sustainable development supports work to develop the university’s different activities and 
responsible operating practices, as well as the university’s responsibility reporting. Aalto University’s orientation entity 
for new students includes a section on responsibility and sustainable development, as well as practical instructions on 
the realisation of sustainable development on campuses. The orientation package was reformed in 2016, and it was 
presented at information events for new students and at fairs.  

In 2016, Aalto University specifically focused on responsibility in stakeholder relations and developed guidelines on 
responsibility with regards to stakeholders. The guidelines drawn up by the working group will be linked to the Aalto 
University Code of Conduct. Additionally, with regard to the university’s restaurant and cafeteria strategy attention was 
focused on food waste by examining various processes and applications for reducing waste. Development work will 
continue in 2017. In 2016, Aalto University’s activities took sustainable development into account in the following ways: 

• Aalto University complies with the responsibility and environmental aspects in Finland’s Act on Public 
 Contracts in all its procurements. 

• Campus development also takes into account biodiversity and protected areas. Campus gardening has been 
 developed and a garden for decaying wood is maintained.

• ESG factors are a part of the manager selection process in Aalto University’s investment activities. 
 The responsibility of the university’s investment’s portfolio is screened annually with regard to international norms.   
 In 2017, an analysis will be carried out on the implementation of the current portfolio also with regard to ESG factors.
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The use of copy paper decreased after previously evening out in 2014–15.  



More information:

aalto.fi/sustainability 
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