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Liisa Kunnas is an archaeologist and historian currently working on her postdoctoral research project “Archaeological
structures: Conceptual history, cultural heritage and built environment” at Aalto University. She earned her PhD at the
University of Helsinki in 2024. Her research interests include history of archaeology, history culture and representations of
the past, critical heritage studies, history of museum collections, and archaeological theory.

Degrees

2024  Doctor of Philosophy University of Helsinki, Doctoral Programme in History and Cultural Heritage

2011 Master of Arts University of Helsinki, Archaeology (minors in Museum Studies and Russian language)
2008  Bachelor of Arts University of Helsinki, Archaeology (minor in Classical Archaeology)

Other education and expertise

2024 University Pedagogics, 15 ECTS, University of Helsinki

2019  Information Science and Library Services, 60 ECTS, University of Tampere
2013  Media and Communication Studies, 60 ECTS, University of Helsinki

Current employment
1.8.2024- Postdoctoral researcher
Aalto University, History of Architecture and Architectural Conservation

Previous work experience
1.1.2017-28.8.2024 Doctoral researcher (grant-funded)
University of Helsinki, Department of Cultures
(On family leave 9.7.2018-31.5.2019 and 1.1.-30.11.2021)

30.10.2023-10.3.2024 Substitute teacher for Lecturer of Archaeology (part-time)
University of Helsinki, Department of Cultures

1.12.-31.12.2021 Researcher
1.8.-31.10.2019 Research project mapping the archaeological research history and potential of North Savo:
1.12.2017-31.1.2018 archaeological surveys in the area and excavation of a burial cairn in Kuopio.

Funded by Finnish Cultural Foundation/North Savo Regional Fund

1.6.-31.7.2019 Researcher
Writing a book about coin finds from the historical province of Karelia.
Funded by Karelian Cultural Fund

9.4.-8.7.2018 Assistant researcher
Cataloguing digital picture collections related to archaeological research and heritage.
Finnish Heritage Agency, Collection and Information Services

7.1.2014-31.12.2016 Project researcher
2.4.-31.12.2012 Curating and digitalising the numismatic collections: several projects.
Finnish Heritage Agency, The National Museum of Finland

14.6.2013-12.9.2013 Assistant researcher
28.4.2011-29.5.2011 Archaeological excavations on different sites.
Pirkanmaa Provincial Museum



8.3.-8.6.2010 Researcher

2.11.-31.12.2009 Digitalising archival material related to archaeology and the built environment; archaeological field
work and documentation in the city centre.
Helsinki City Museum

2004-201 Research assistant
Several short positions and internships in archaeological projects.
Finnish Heritage Agency

2006-2009 Research assistant
Several short positions and internships in archaeological projects.

University of Helsinki, Archaeology

Research funding and grants

2024-2025 Personal grant, Svenska Litteratursdllskapet i Finland, 33 600 e.

2023-2024 Personal grant, Finnish Cultural Foundation, 28 000 e (3rd year)

2022-2023 Personal grant, Finnish Cultural Foundation, 26 000 e (2nd year)

2021 Research group (2 persons), Finnish Cultural Foundation/North Savo Regional Fund, 5000 e
2020 Personal grant, Finnish Cultural Foundation, 26 000 e (1st year)

2019-2020 Personal grant, Nordenskiéld-Samfundet, 8600 e

2019 Research group (2 persons), Finnish Cultural Foundation/North Savo Regional Fund, 13 000 e
2019 Research group (2 persons), Karelian Cultural Foundation, 8000 e

2018 Research group (2 persons), Finnish Cultural Foundation/North Savo Regional Fund, 8000 e
2017 Personal grant, Karelian Cultural Foundation, 12 000 e

Teaching experience
Substituting for the teaching of university Lecturer in Archaeology, University of Helsinki, 30.10.2023-10.3.2024:
Coordinating, lecturing and grading of two BA-level lecture courses and the proseminar course, supervising BA theses.

Co-teacher on three lecture courses (BA/MA-level) in 2021-2022 (Archaeology, University of Helsinki): coordinating, lecturing
and grading of courses.

Other academic merits
Memberships and positions of trust in scientific communities:

2024— Board member, Finnish Society for History of Science and Learning
2010- Board member, Finnish Association of Forensic Archaeology and Anthropology FAFAA
20152018 Secretary of the board, Finnish Antiquarian Society

Memberships in editorial committees for scientific and professional publication series and journals or position as editor or
editor-in-chief:

2023- Member of editorial board, Suomen Museo - Finskt Museum (yearbook published by Finnish Antiquarian Society)
2015— Member of editorial board, Muindistutkija (journal published by Archaeological Society of Finland SARKS)

Referee for scientific publications:
Referee for 20 articles in 2019-2024

Scientific and societal impact
Promoting open science and research:
Creating 31 archaeological terms for the Helsinki Term Bank of Arts and Sciences (Tieteen termipankki) in 2017-2020.

Merits in research communication and appearing as an expert in the media:

C. 10 appearances as an expert in newspaper articles and radio and TV interviews.

Podcast Monimuotoinen muinaisuus, yhteinen tulevaisuus: Interview in a podcast of the Finnish Antiquarian Society as part of
the programme of the (virtual) Helsinki Book Fair 2020.

Presentations:
25 scientific presentations in conferences and seminars in Finland and abroad since 2017
c. 10 popular presentations and lectures in different events since 2013



Research output

32 publications in total:

9 peer reviewed articles

11 non-peer-reviewed articles and other scientific publications
1 edited scientific volume

8 popular articles

2 popular monographies

1 article-based PhD thesis
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rakentumisen ja tutkimuksen kerrostumia Pohjois-Savossa. Suomen Museo - Finskt Museum 2020: 110-125.
https://journal.fi/suomenmuseo/article/view/109164/64073

Kunnas-Pusa, L. 2020. Function follows form? The role of analogies in discovering the Stone Age. In M. Marila, M. Ahola, K.
Mannermaa & M. Lavento (eds.) Archaeology and Analogy: Papers from the Eighth Theoretical Seminar of the Baltic
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Online journal: https://journal.fi/ennenjanyt/article/view/108878
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Conflict Archaeology, Vol. 5: 57-80.

B) Non-refereed scientific publications and book reviews

Marila, M. & Kunnas, L. 2023. Foreword. In L. Kunnas, M. Marila, V. Heyd, E. Holmqpvist, K. llves, A. Lahelma & M. Lavento
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Kunnas-Pusa, L. 2021. Asiantuntevia vinkkeja 1700-luvun lopun Turkuun suuntaaville aikamatkaajille. Book review.
Muinaistutkija 4/2021: 50-55.
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Muinaistutkija 1/2016: 53-56.

Kunnas, L. 2012. Taikakivid ja Meijereita — Kivikauden jaljilla Sortavalassa. Muinaistutkija 4/2012: 24-39.

C) Edited volumes
Kunnas, L. & Marila, M. & Heyd, V. & Holmqpvist, E. & Ilves, K. & Lahelma, A. & Lavento, M. (eds.) 2023. Celebrating 100 years
of archaeology at the University of Helsinki. Past, present, and future. Iskos 27. Helsinki: Finnish Antiquarian Society.

E) Publications intended for the general public

Kunnas, L. 2024. Valkoiset ja mustat kivikaudella? Tuokiokuvia ihmisten ulkongkddn liittyvien kasitysten historiasta.
Kalmistopiiri 27.3.2024. https://kalmistopiiri.fi/2024/03/27/valkoiset-ja-mustat-kivikaudella-tuokiokuvia-ihmisten-ulkonakoon-
liittyvien-kasitysten-historiasta/

Kunnas, L. 2023. ”Tartarian Empire” — Uskomaton salaliittoteoria arkkitehtuurin historiasta. Kalmistopiiri 1.11.2023.
https://kalmistopiiri.fi/2023/11/01/tartarian-empire-uskomaton-salaliittoteoria-arkkitehtuurin-historiasta/

Kunnas-Pusa, L. 2023. Karusellpenning — Muisto Kustaa Ill:n turnajaisista ja Turun palosta. Kalmistopiiri 25.1.2023.
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https://kalmistopiiri.fi/2022/10/23/rahakatkoja-karjalasta-viikinkiajalta-18 00-luvulle/

Kunnas-Pusa, L. 2021. Ei pimitetty ennenkdan — Muinaistutkimusta Ruotsin vallan ajalla. Kalmistopiiri 7.12.2021.
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Kunnas-Pusa, L. 2020. Suojaavia ja parantavia voimia — Kivikautisten esineiden uusiokaytt6 taikakaluina. Hiisi 2/2020: 3-9.

Kunnas-Pusa, L. 2020. Kuinka luolamiehet kansoittivat kivikauden — Mielikuvien ja myyttien arkeologiaa. Kalmistopiiri
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200 vuoden takaisista Turun Wiikko-Sanomista. Kalmistopiiri 1.5.2020. https://kalmistopiiri.fi/2020/05/01/yhteiskunnallisia-
epakohtia-apinjoita-eli-metsaihmisia-ja-epaonninen-leijonankesyttaja-poimintoja-200-vuoden-takaisista-turun-wiikko-

sanomista/
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Maakuntainventointi / Finlands mynthistoria 2 — Landskapsinventeringen. Helsinki: Suomen Numismaattinen Yhdistys.
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G) Theses
Kunnas, L. 2024. The Furthest Past. Historiography and Conceptual History of Stone Age Archaeology in Finland c. 1700-194o0.
Article-based PhD Thesis. Helsinki: University of Helsinki. http://hdl.handle.net/10138/575789
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