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Tel: +358 50 512 4194 (Personal Assistant, Harriet Jehkonen) 
Tel: +358 40 542 1546 (Personal Assistant: Pia Holmberg) 

   E-mail: President@aalto.fi  
     
EDUCATION 

M.Sc. University of Helsinki, 1982 
Ph.D.  University of Helsinki and the Technical Research Center Finland (VTT) 1987 
 
EMPLOYMENT 

Current position 
Aalto University 

- President         2009- 

Previous professional appointments 
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), Stockholm 

- Deputy President        2008 
- Vice-dean, School of Biotechnology      2005–07 
- Professor in Wood Biotechnology      1998-  
- Visiting Professor        1996-1997 

VTT Biotechnology, Espoo, Finland: different positions     1980-1998 
 Genentech Inc., San Francisco, USA: Visiting Scientist      1993 
 
COMMISSIONS OF TRUST 
Evaluation Boards and Advisory panels: 
The ETH Domain, Switzerland        2010  
International Academic Advisory Panel (IAAP), Government of Singapore 2011-2013 

Board member: 
Marcus Wallenberg Prize, Sweden       2011- 
Finnish Business and Policy Forum (EVA) and the Research Institute of  
Finnish Economy (ETLA)         2011- 
Technology Academy Finland       2010- 
Swedish Foundation for Strategic Research      2004-
2007 
Swedish Research Council, Board for Natural Sciences and Technology  2004-2006 
Institute for Future Studies        2003-2006 
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Biofibre Materials Center, KTH       2001-2007 
Institute of Surface Chemistry (YKI)      2001-2004 

Director  
Strategic Research Center for Biomimetic Fiber Engineering   2006–2008 
Wallenberg Wood Biotechnology Center      1997-2002 
VTT Research Program for Protein Engineering     1991-1992 

Coordinator of the EU network projects  
BIO4-CT96-0580         1996-1999 
QLRT-2000-00443         2001-2005 

Member of scientific academies  
The Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA)   2006- 
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences (KVA)     2004- 
The Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences in Finland (STV)    2004- 
The Academy of Engineering Sciences, Finland     2009- 

Member of editorial boards 
Cellulose          2000-2009 
Applied and Environmental Microbiology      2002-2009 
Industrial Biotechnology         2005-2009 
Plant Physiology          2005-2009 
 
ENTREPRENEURIAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
Co-founder of Woodheads (2000), SweTree Technologies (2000), SweTree Fibrezyme (2004) 
 
PEDAGOGIC ACHIEVEMENTS 

Undergraduate courses at the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) 2003-2007 

Graduate courses at the University of Helsinki (1991, 1994), University of Turku (1992) and 
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) 1998-2004 

Teacher on International courses in Finland (1984, 1995), Sweden (1993, 1995) and the  
Netherlands (2004, 2006).  
 
OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES AND MERITS 

Supervisor 15 and co-supervisor of 2 graduate students to a PhD degree. 
External examiner or  member  of  the  thesis  committee  of  23  PhD’s  and  the  academic 
opponent in 8 doctoral dissertations.   
External expert for evaluation of candidates for Professorships for the University of Jyväskylä 
in Finland, Chalmers University of Technology, University of Gothenburg, the Swedish 
Agricultural University in Uppsala (1999) and Örebro University in Sweden as well as the 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology in Norway. 
Organiser of international symposia (selected examples) 
- 4th Carbohydrate Bioengineering Meeting, Stockholm, main organiser (2001); member of 

the organizing committee (1999, 2003, 2005, 2007) 
- Gordon Conferences on Cellulases (Vice chair 2003, Chair 2005)  
- X Cell Wall Meeting, Sorrento Italy (2004)  
- Gordon conference on Plant Cell Walls, NH, USA (Session Chair, 2006)  
- GLYCO19 Cairns, Australia (2007) 
Publications 
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Total of 180 publications, reviews, reports and patents 1983-2011 


